Human Research Ethics

Committee (HREC) Members

A/Prof Giuliana Fuscaldo
HREC Chairperson

Giuliana’s background is in bioethics, embryology and reproductive technology.
She worked for many years as a clinical scientist and researcher with a
Melbourne IVF clinic. During this time she completed a Masters of Bioethics at
Monash University and later a PhD at the University of Melbourne focused on
ethical issues arising from gamete and embryo donation.

Giuliana has held academic positions at the University of Melbourne and Monash
University and has been involved in health ethics research and teaching for many years. More recently she
managed Barwon Health’s research office, developing research ethics processes, building research capacity
and introducing a clinical ethics service. Her research interests include the ethical issues that arise from
advances in reproductive technology, ethical problems in clinical practice and research ethics.

Dr Olivia King
Deputy HREC Chair — Research Experience Category
Olivia King is an allied health researcher and educator. She is Manager of Research

Capability Building for Western Alliance Academic Health Science Centre. She holds an
Adjunct Research Associate position with the Monash Centre for Scholarship in Health
Education and an Affiliate Senior Lecturer role with Deakin Rural Health. She is
passionate about developing research capability in the health sector and promoting the
translation of research into practice, particularly in rural health settings. Her research
interests include interprofessional role boundaries, allied health workforce, sociology of
the professions, qualitative methods, and health professions education. Olivia enjoys
running, camping with her family, and spending time at the beach.

Mr Lynsey Blakston
HREC Member — Pastoral Care Category

Mr Lynsey Blakston has ongoing pastoral responsibilities through church leadership

he is involved in. This includes a particular project of outreach into the northern
suburbs of Geelong through Vines Road Community Centre.

He is also part of the Board of Covenant College in Bell Post Hill where he has
grandchildren attending.
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Dr Tracey Caulfield
HREC Member — Layperson Category

Dr Tracey Caulfield is a research librarian who has also served as a community member on the Alfred
Hospital Human Research Ethics Committee and Sub-Committee. She has an interest in community issues
and volunteers with the St Vincent de Paul Society at one of their charity shops which directly supports the
welfare services provided to the Geelong community. She also has an interest in medical issues and
research developments. Tracey also has a Masters of Archaeological Science to accompany her PhD in
English literature.

Mr Paul Dodemaide
HREC Member — Professional Care Category

Paul is a Geelong local, a Baxter House baby. A proud father of three boys, he went
to school, TAFE, and University here in Geelong, and now completing his PhD
through the University of Melbourne. Paul is a social worker with ten years work
experience with Barwon Health, in the acute hospital and inpatient rehabilitation.
Paul is driven to ensuring that patients and supportive family are guided through
their health journey and able to make free and fully informed decisions about the
care or treatment for themselves or their loved one. Prior to completing his
Bachelor of Social Work (Hons), Paul worked as a Youth Worker for eight years

across various local community based youth and family services settings, including
Clockwork Young People’s Health Service which later became the basis for the Headspace service model,
also some of the residential care settings locally for drug and alcohol detox and rehabilitation, programs
with YSAS, Mental lliness Fellowship, and out of home care with MacKillop Family Services. Paul is
passionate about practiced based research, and ensuring that consumer and lived experience perspectives
are respected and valued in research which ultimately impacts on their lives.

Dr Damien Elsworth
HREC Member — Professional Care Category

Dr Damien Elsworth provides anaesthesia for most general surgical specialties,
with a particular interest in paediatric anaesthesia. Damien moved to Geelong
at in 2009 to complete his anaesthetic training, also gaining experience at The
Royal Melbourne Hospital and Western Health. He completed a paediatric
fellowship in anaesthesia at the Royal Children’s Hospital.

Outside of work he enjoys spending time with family and watching sport,
particularly his children’s or North Melbourne FC.
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Dr Renee Fiolet
HREC Member — Research Experience Category
Dr Renee Fiolet is an early-career researcher working in a Dean’s Strategic

Postdoctoral Research Fellow role in Knowledge Translation at Deakin University.
Renee's background is in nursing, with a focus on primary health care and
paediatrics. However, her research focuses on her passion for trauma and
violence, and improving equity and access in health care, particularly for
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. She is strongly supportive of de-
colonising research approaches and using methods that will lead to strong

community engagement, with an emphasis on genuine co-design.

Ms Janine Fisher

HREC Member —Lay Category

Dr Denise Jones
HREC Member — Research Experience Category
Denise Jones took up the post of Allied Health Research and Knowledge

Translation Lead at Barwon and South West Healthcare in April 2022. She is an
Adjunct Research Fellow at La Trobe University with research focusing on hip-
related pain and physical activity, having completed her PhD at La Trobe in 2020.
Denise is a physiotherapist with 30 years of clinical experience and more than 15
years involvement as an undergraduate and postgraduate educator in both
clinical and university settings. Denise has experience in quantitative and

~qualitative research approaches and a keen interest in the practical application of
research efforts to improve outcomes for our patients.

Denise hails from the UK, enjoys travel (pandemics permitting) and is a slow (but persistent) runner.

Ms Lauren Mahoney
HREC Member - Lay Category

Lauren has worked in the Water Industry for over 15 years undertaking a range of
environmental planning, recycled water planning and project management roles.
Lauren is currently working as a Senior Project Manager to deliver water, sewerage
and recycled water related infrastructure in the Geelong and surrounding region.
Lauren enjoys travel, hiking and spending time with family and friends.

Qualifications — BE (Hons) Environmental Engineering, Graduate Certificate in

Social Ecology.

HREC Members (2 —v3.0) Feb 2024 Page | 3



Ms Alison Mitchell
HREC Member — Lawyer Category

Alison is the Practice Manager and a Lawyer at Whyte Just & Moore, practising in the
area of wills and estates. Alison studied at Deakin University in Geelong, graduating
in 1998 with an honours degree in law and a bachelor degree in commerce.

Alison’s areas of legal practice initially included litigation, wills and estates and
criminal law, before practising exclusively in family law for several years. During that
time, Alison was appointed by Victoria Legal Aid to act as an independent Children’s
Lawyer, representing children in contentious family law disputes. After spending
some time at home with her young family, Alison returned to legal practice and now

enjoys the challenges and the ability to assist people with their succession and estate

planning.

For more than a decade Alison was a regular volunteer at the Barwon Legal Service, an active member of
the Geelong Law Association and the Treasurer of the Association for a number of years.

Alison’s interests outside of work include spending time with family and friends, walking, reading and the
beach.

Ms Louise Scerri
HREC Member — Layperson Category

1 —a Louise has extensive experience in research management and administration,
— "~"’;:\! including grants management, research support and ethics administration (both
3 human and animal). Having initially graduated from RMIT with a Bachelor of

Science (Environmental Science), Louise’s early career took a different path
within the health sector. She now has over 15 years’ experience within a health
and medical research environment, having held a variety of roles in both the not-
for-profit and higher education sectors. Louise has seen first-hand the
importance of medical research and the positive impact it can have on peoples’
lives, including those close to her, and has developed a passion for supporting
this important work. With an enthusiasm to contribute to the responsible conduct of research to advance
human health and welfare, ensuring participants’ are protected, respected and supported, Louise has
recently joined Barwon Health HREC. She is also a lay member of Monash University’s HREC, and in her
spare time she likes to travel, if not relaxing at home with friends and family.

Mr Patrick Sheehan
HREC Member - Lawyer Category
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Ms Katherine Snhowden
HREC Member — Professional Care Category

and then completed her Bachelor of Pharmacy at Charles Sturt University. Katherine

Katherine is the Oncology Pharmacy Manager at Barwon Health. She graduated
:‘ also holds a Master of Health Service Management from the University of Tasmania.

Before joining Barwon Health she worked at the Chris O’Brien Lifehouse in Sydney
7
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. from the University of Tasmania with a Bachelor of Science majoring in Psychology
'
- as the Director of Pharmacy.
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Mr Christopher Thompson
HREC Member - Pastoral Care Category

Christopher joins the HREC with a diverse background, both spiritual and scientific. Having completed
studies in engineering and theology Chris has held pastoral roles in parish and university student ministry
and more recent roles as a clinical physiologist. Christopher’s involvement with the HREC stems from units
in social ethics, philosophy and Christian ethics completed as part of his BDiv. He also has interests in
disability advocacy and bereavement care, medical devices and bioethics.

Chris grew up in regional NSW prior to tertiary studies which he completed in Sydney. He moved to
Geelong in 2012, and enjoys life with his wife and kids, the community of his local church where he serves
as a musician and fixing and sailing his 470 dinghy.

Dr Megan Tuner
HREC Member - Professional Care Category

Megan has been a clinical psychologist for 20 years, with a focus on family-inclusive
practice and evidence-based treatment for mental health disorders. She is interested
in clinician-led research and the translation of research outcomes into clinical
practice. Megan works primarily in a clinical education role, supporting the
development of postgraduate psychology trainees in their clinical placements and
teaching.
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Dr Greg Weeks
HREC Member — Professional Care Category

Dr Greg Weeks is the Director of Pharmacy at Barwon Health and St John
of God Hospital. He has current membership of various State and
professional committees including the Victorian Therapeutics Advisory
Group, and Health Purchasing Victoria Pharmaceuticals Expert Reference
Group.

Greg is a researcher with Monash University in the Faculty of Pharmacy,

Centre for Medication Use and Safety, and holds a Master of Pharmacy in
Clinical Pharmacy, Master of Health Administration, PhD and Fellowship of the Society of Hospital
Pharmacists of Australia.

Greg has a special interest in advanced practice roles for hospital pharmacists and is pursuing this interest
through research grants involving partnered pharmacist charting and advanced pharmacy practice in
community palliative care. Greg has published widely within the pharmacy literature.

Dr Lauren Young
HREC Member — Research Experience Category

Dr Lauren Young is a Clinical Research Associate at Monash Transfusion Research Unit. Lauren’s expertise
lies in nutritional science, where she studies the effects of diet and lifestyle on mood and cognitive
function. She has previously coordinated studies at the Food and Mood Centre of IMPACT, Deakin
University.
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