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A Word from the Director of Research 

Professor Frances Quirk, Director of Research 

 

Hello again! 

We are more than half way through the year and of course the big news is a welcome to our new CEO, Professor Belinda 

Moyes! Belinda joined Barwon Health as the new CEO on July 4th and I had the pleasure of meeting with her recently to 

talk about our research at Barwon Health. Belinda is very supportive of research and our relationship with our research 

partners and had these words to share; “fostering and supporting research endeavour at Barwon health is critical in our 

goal to improve patient and consumer outcomes”.   

It has been a busy and productive few months with some fantastic funding success news with the NHMRC 

announcement of the new Centre for Research Excellence focusing on Emerging Infectious Diseases Response. The 

NHMRC put out a targeted call as this is a National Priority and GCEID (the Deakin, AAHL and Barwon Health partnership, 

represented by Professor Soren Alexandersen as the Director) is one of the 10 Chief Investigators for the successful bid. 

Funding is $5m over 5 years and the lead site is the Peter Doherty Institute. Media briefings described the Australian 

Partnership for Preparedness Research on Infectious Diseases Emergencies (APPRISE) as bringing together Australia’s 

leading experts in clinical, laboratory and public health research to address the key components required for a rapid and 

effective emergency response to infectious diseases. 

And that’s not all, there is further funding success to celebrate for Professor Richard Page as a 'Programme Expert' in a 

successful multinational grant application for USD $7M led by McMaster University. Richard’s team are currently 

conducting the HEALTH trial at Barwon Health a multi-centre international RCT investigating the role primary total hip 

arthroplasty in fractured neck of femurs and this foundation grant will build on that capacity. 

Some ‘big wins’ and let’s hope that the next round of NHMRC Project and Partnership awards have our names on some 

of them! 

 

All the best with your research endeavours!  

Professor Frances Quirk 
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Meet our New Colleague 

Mr David Meade – Director, Allied Health 

 

Welcome 

 Thank you to everyone for a warm welcome to Barwon Health.  

Commencing in the role of Director of Allied Health and Programme 

Director of Rehabilitation has been a sharp learning curve.   

I recently joined Barwon Health from South West Healthcare in 

Warrnambool where my wife and I, along with our two sons have 

relocated.  My professional background is as a Speech Pathologist with a 

move into leadership and management roles in more recent years.    

As a clinician and manager I have never directly participated in research, but over the journey have become 

more and more interested in how organisations build research capacity in their clinicians. Time poor clinicians 

are often scared off or frightened by the prospect of undertaking or completing research. Often, this boils 

down to perceptions that it is too hard or complex, or that there just isn’t time available in their busy days. 

As the professional lead in Allied Health one of my priorities is to start to break down these perceived 

barriers, building capable, skilled and knowledgeable clinicians who can lead and undertake research within 

their day to day work.   

My vision for the future of Allied Health at Barwon Health is of a workforce that has dedicated resources to 

support research, with the research we undertake directly impacting the outcomes of the patients we care for 

and, for that research to be of the quality to be presented nationally, internationally and in peer reviewed 

literature.  I honestly believe this is within reach, I look forward to working with everyone on the journey.  

David Meade 

Director Allied Health / Program Director Rehabilitation 
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Grant Success  

Congratulations to Professor Richard Page and the team of international 

collaborators on their recent successful application to the   Canadian Institutes of 

Health Research (CIHR). 
 

Their project, entitled “Advancing the Care of Patients with Musculoskeletal Injuries  

Worldwide through Multi-National Research Initiatives” was funded for just under 7  

million dollars.  
 

Of 911 applications received, 87 were approved (9.5%).  Colleagues describe their  

success as “a big win for trauma research and more importantly, a clear show of support for surgical research …” 

 

Funding details 

Funder: Canadian Institutes of Health Research 

Grant title: Advancing the Care of Patients with Musculoskeletal Injuries Worldwide through Multi-National Research 

Initiatives 

Amount: USD $6,943,280 

Duration: July 1st, 2016 – June 30th, 2024 
 

 

 

 

Research Highlights  

 

Excerpt from Deakin University Media Release 7 July 2016  

https://www.deakin.edu.au/news/latest-media-releases/2016-media-releases-archives/geelong-experts-join-national-battle-against-infectious-diseases 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Geelong infectious disease experts will join a national research network designed to strengthen Australia’s response to 

the growing threat of infectious diseases. 

 

The Geelong Centre for Emerging Infectious Diseases (GCEID), a multi-institutional partnership comprising Deakin 

University, Barwon Health and CSIRO’s Australian Animal Health Laboratory (AAHL), will be one of the organisations in 

the new Centre for Research Excellence to be led by the Peter Doherty Institute for Infection and Immunity. The 

National Health and Medical Research Centre has provided almost $5million to establish the centre. 

 

 

https://www.deakin.edu.au/news/latest-media-releases/2016-media-releases-archives/geelong-experts-join-national-battle-against-infectious-diseases
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The Centre for Research Excellence will set up the Australian Partnership for Preparedness Research on Infectious 

Diseases Emergencies (APPRISE) that will bring together Australia’s leading experts in clinical, laboratory and public 

health research to address the key components required for a rapid and effective emergency response to infectious 

disease threats. 
 

Director of GCEID, Professor Soren Alexandersen, said he was very pleased by the announcement that will see 

organisations like the Peter Doherty Institute, the Marie Bashir Institute, GCEID and other research institutions working 

together. 

“GCEID’s participation in APPRISE provides us with the opportunity to have national impact on Australia’s ‘one-health’ 

(one-health is a comprehensive look at the health of humans, animals and the environment) approach to understanding 

and mitigating the risks and impacts caused by infectious diseases,” Professor Alexandersen said. 
 

“I am thrilled that the GCEID partnership will enable us to jointly deliver Geelong’s outstanding collective research 

infrastructure and capacity in emerging infectious diseases into this nationally coordinated APPRISE program, said Dr 

Kurt Zuelke, Director of CSIRO’s AAHL. “Together with these other excellent research centres and disciplines across the 

country we will further improve and strengthen the evidence base used to inform on responses to future infectious 

disease emergencies.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Research In the news  
First female-to-male sexual transmission of Zika virus infection reported in New  
York City 
Media Statement from Centre’s for Disease Control and Prevention  
 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES July 15th, 2016 

http://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2016/s0715-zika-female-to-male.html 

The New York City report of female-to-male sexual transmission of Zika virus infection 

is the first documented case of sexual transmission of Zika from a woman to her sex 

partner and adds to the growing body of knowledge about the sexual transmission of 

Zika. All previously reported cases of sexually transmitted Zika virus infection have been 

spread from men to their sex partners 
. 

CDC recommends that all pregnant women who have a sex partner who has traveled to or resides in an area with Zika 

use barrier methods every time they have sex or they should not have sex during the pregnancy. Although no cases of 

woman-to-woman Zika transmission have been reported, these recommendations now also apply to female sex 

partners of pregnant women. 
 

CDC is currently updating recommendations for sexually active people in which the couple is not pregnant or concerned 

about pregnancy and for people who want to reduce personal risk of Zika infection through sex. 

 

 

“Zika virus infection poses many unknown risks, especially to those of reproductive age,” said 

Catherine Y. Spong, M.D., acting director of NICHD. “Monitoring the health and reproductive 

outcomes of members of the U.S Olympic team offers a unique opportunity to answer 

important questions and help address an ongoing public health emergency.” 

http://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2016/s0715-zika-female-to-male.html
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Taking One for the Team (Researchers will monitor potential infections among 

group of U.S. athletes traveling to Brazil) 
NIH funds Zika virus study involving U.S. Olympic team (Adapted from NIH News Release Tuesday, July 5, 2016) 

https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/nih-funds-zika-virus-study-involving-us-olympic-team   

 

Researchers supported by the National Institutes of Health will monitor 

potential Zika virus exposure among a subset of athletes, coaches and 

other U.S. Olympic Committee (USOC) staff attending the 2016 

Summer Olympics and Paralympics in Brazil. 
 

The study, funded by NIH’s Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of 

Child Health and Human Development (NICHD) and led by Carrie L. 

Byington, M.D., from the University of Utah, Salt Lake City, aims to 

improve understanding of how the virus persists in the body and to 

identify potential factors that influence the course of infection. 
 

USOC established an Infectious Disease Advisory Group (IDAG), chaired by Dr. Byington, to help prepare the U.S. 

Olympic team for travel to Brazil, which is the epicenter of the Zika virus outbreak in the Americas. Dr. Byington 

proposed the project, which aims to enroll at least 1,000 men and women, in response to an NIH 

announcement designed to expedite review and funding for Zika-related research projects. 
 

The current study seeks to determine the incidence of Zika virus infection, identify potential risk factors for infection, 

detect where the virus persists in the body (blood, semen, vaginal secretions or saliva), evaluate how long the virus 

remains in these fluids, and study the reproductive outcomes of Zika-infected participants for up to one year. 

 

Updates 
 

AMA Adopts New Guidance for Ethical Practice in Telemedicine 
AMA News Room June 13th, 2016  

http://www.ama-assn.org/ama/pub/news/news/2016/2016-06-13-new-ethical-guidance-telemedicine.page 

 

On June 13th 2016, the American Medical Association (AMA) approved new 

ethical guidelines to help physicians understand how their fundamental 

responsibilities may play out differently when patient interactions occur through 

telemedicine, compared to traditional patient interactions at a medical office or 

hospital. 
 

The new ethical guidance on telehealth and telemedicine was developed over the 

past three years by the AMA's Council on Ethics and Judicial Affairs, and adopted 

by a vote of physicians from every corner of the country. The development of the 

new guidelines coincides with innovations in technology that are changing the 

ways in which people live their lives, including reshaping the ways they engage with medicine. 
 

"Telehealth and telemedicine are another stage in the ongoing evolution of new models  for the delivery of care and 

patient-physician interactions," said AMA Board Member Jack Resneck, M.D. "The new AMA ethical guidance notes 

that while new technologies and new models of care will continue to emerge, physicians' fundamental ethical 

responsibilities do not change." 

 

https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/nih-funds-zika-virus-study-involving-us-olympic-team
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-16-106.html
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-16-106.html
http://www.ama-assn.org/ama/pub/news/news/2016/2016-06-13-new-ethical-guidance-telemedicine.page
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The full report   it will be published in a peer-review journal at a later date, and is not yet publicly available, however, 

details of the text are available from http://mobihealthnews.com/content/year-later-american-medical-associations-

ethics-council-consider-telemedicine-guidelines. 

 

Science academies blast US government’s planned research-ethics reforms (Panel 
recommends scrapping proposed changes to 'Common Rule' on human-subjects research) 
Excerpt from Nature News, Sara Reardon, 29th  June 2016 

http://www.nature.com/news/science-academies-blast-us-government-s-planned-research-ethics-reforms-1.20191 

 

The US government’s proposed overhaul of regulations that govern research with 

human subjects is flawed and should be withdrawn, an independent advisory panel 

has advised. The regulations, which are known collectively as the ‘Common Rule’, 

address ethical issues such as informed consent and storage of study participants’ 

biological specimens. In its report on 29th  June, the US National Academies of 

Sciences, Engineering and Medicine said that the government’s proposed changes 

are “marred by omissions and a lack of clarity”, and would slow research while doing 

little to improve protections for patients enrolled in studies. Instead, the panel recommends that the 

government appoint an independent commission to craft new rules for such research.  

 

Review of the Australian Code for the Responsible Conduct of Research (2007) 
Anne Kelso Med J Aust 2016; 205 (2): 49.  

https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2016/205/2/review-australian-code-responsible-conduct-research-2007 

 

The Australian Code for the Responsible Conduct of Research (2007) guides researchers in 

responsible research practices and promotes research integrity in Australia. It is a joint 

endeavour between the National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC), the 

Australian Research Council (ARC) and Universities Australia. 
 

The Code is relevant to all research disciplines in Australia. It provides a framework for 

resolving research misconduct and alleged breaches of the Code in a fair and timely manner. 

Adherence to the Code is a condition of NHMRC and ARC funding. 
 

The Code is being reviewed to ensure it remains practical and relevant to research practice. 

The review process involves three key steps: targeted consultation, public consultation, and 

approval and release of the final revised Code. 
 

 

Research Tip 

The Research Directorate strongly recommends that research teams discuss, negotiate and document authorship from 
the beginning, and throughout a project. The REGI Unit provides and encourages the use of an Authorship Record Form 
Template to document proposed authorship - this form can be lodged with the REGI Unit. The following guidelines are 

useful in determining warrant for authorship and acknowledgements: 
 
- Guidelines on Collaborative Research Authorship 
- The International Committees Medical Journal Editors (ICMJ) Guidelines 

 

 

http://mobihealthnews.com/content/year-later-american-medical-associations-ethics-council-consider-telemedicine-guidelines
http://mobihealthnews.com/content/year-later-american-medical-associations-ethics-council-consider-telemedicine-guidelines
http://www.nature.com/news/science-academies-blast-us-government-s-planned-research-ethics-reforms-1.20191
https://www.mja.com.au/journal/2016/205/2/review-australian-code-responsible-conduct-research-2007
http://www.barwonhealth.org.au/forms
http://www.barwonhealth.org.au/forms
http://www.barwonhealth.org.au/guidelines-and-advice
http://www.icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-responsibilities/defining-the-role-of-authors-and-contributors.html
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Upcoming Events  
RESEARCH WEEK  
 

Applications are now open for this year’s Barwon Health & Deakin University Research Week.  
 

 

The Competitions highlight: 

 Health and medical research  

 Clinical audit 

 Service or quality improvement activities undertaken at, or in conjunction with, Barwon Health and/or Deakin 

University. 
 

 

Applications are open to all health professional disciplines, including non-clinicians where relevant. 
 

To enter, visit surveymonkey.com/r/Research_Week_2016.  
 

 

*Applications close on Monday 12 September 2016* 
 

 

Research Week showcases our research activities and includes guest lectures by prominent researchers. One of our 

most significant events is the annual poster competition, which invites researchers to submit a poster detailing current 

or recently completed research projects. Eligible posters are judged by a panel of senior researchers and community 

representatives, and awarded judges’ prizes and an audience choice award.  
  

The eligible posters will be on display throughout Research Week which is being held between the 14th and 18th of 

November. The new venue for Research Week will be at the St Mary’s Building on Myers Street, Geelong.  

Events calendar is provide below. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

surveymonkey.com/r/Research_Week_2016
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Upcoming ARCS Events 
 

 

REGULATORY AFFAIRS  

 

 Registration of Biologicals and Biotechnological Products 
Melbourne – 15th-16th November 2016 

 
 
MEDICAL DEVICES  
 

 Medical Devices 101 
Melbourne – 5th December 2016 

 

 DEAL Application Process for Medical Devices 
  Melbourne – 5th December 2016 
 

 Postmarket Requirements for Medical Devices 
Melbourne – 6th December 2016 
 

   
CLINICAL RESEARCH  
 

 Conducting Clinical Research - Essential GCP training for new coordinators and researchers 
Melbourne - 12th-13th October 2016  

 

 Coordinating Site Start-up, Ethics and Resourcing More Effectively for Coordinators and Researchers 
Melbourne – 20th October 2016 

 

 Coordinating Quality, Management and Communication More Effectively for Coordinators and Researchers 
 Melbourne - 21st October 2016  

 
 
PHARMACOVIGILANCE  
 

 An Introduction to Pharmacovigilance: A Theoretical Approach 
Melbourne – 2nd March 2017  

 

 Pharmacovigilance in Practice: The Pharmacovigilance Professional 
Melbourne – 16th March 2017  

 See  http://www.arcs.com.au/events/event-listing 

http://www.arcs.com.au/events/event-listing
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From the NHMRC 

 

Structural Review of NHMRC’s Grant Program 

NHMRC is holding public forums in several capital cities from 20 to 28 July 2016. Places are limited. 

Register now for the 5th annual NHMRC Symposium on Research 

Translation 

The theme for this year’s symposium is "Embedding research into health care: 

building a culture of quality” (link is external). Such a culture is exemplified by 

NHMRC's Advanced Health Research and Translation Centres; they will be 

presenting on how they are delivering this in their various jurisdictions, 

frameworks and areas of need. The symposium will be held in Melbourne on 23 

November 2016. 

 

Partnership Projects  - Guide to Partner Letter of Support 

Partnership Projects have updated the Guide to Partner Letter of Support for the 

2016 Second Call. 

 

Advance notice: Call for submissions for recognition as an NHMRC Advanced 

Health Research and Translation Centre (AHRTC) 

NHMRC intends to hold a second round for recognition as an NHMRC Advanced 

Health Research and Translation Centre (AHRTC), and expects to be inviting 

submissions from interested groups in September this year. 

Further information will be provided in Heath Tracker and Research Tracker in the 

coming weeks. Enquiries can be directed to: AdvancedCentres@nhmrc.gov.au 

(link sends e-mail). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Did you know…  

All projects including Quality 

Assurance, Quality Improvement 

or Audit activities, where there is 

an intention to publish or 

otherwise present the data 

beyond the hospital staff must be 

submitted to REGI for review.  

This includes presenting at a 

conference!  

Did you know…  

The Barwon Health Written 

Information Suitability Evaluation 

(WISE) consumer review team 

can assist researchers to check 

the readability of their PICF 

PRIOR to submitting for HREC 

approval (no changes should be 

made to written research 

information after HREC 

approval).     

https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/grants-funding/structural-review-nhmrc-s-grant-program/structural-review-nhmrc-s-grant-program
http://www.nhmrc2016.com/
http://www.nhmrc2016.com/
https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/grants-funding/apply-funding/partnerships-better-health/partnerships-projects
mailto:AdvancedCentres@nhmrc.gov.au%20(link%20sends%20e-mail)
mailto:AdvancedCentres@nhmrc.gov.au%20(link%20sends%20e-mail)
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