












A BRIGHT NEW FACE TO LAUNCH THE 
2010 GEELONG HOSPITAL APPEAL
 
Young Louie Hehir helped launch the 2010 Geelong Hospital 
Appeal in style with ‘Louie’s Launch’ the theme for the event held 
at the Gordon Gallery on February 17 2010. 

The event, sponsored by Gordon TAFE, was not only launching 
the 2010 Geelong Hospital Appeal, but also saw the appeal 
launch its fundraising focus for 2010 which is the redevelopment 
of the Geelong Hospital Children’s Ward.

This exciting multi-million dollar project is a community 
partnership with Barwon Health to improve patient care and 
facilities for children and their families in our region.  To ensure 
minimal disruption to service delivery in the Children’s Ward it will 
be staged over a four to five year period.

Support from the community and businesses will be crucial to 
Barwon Health and the Geelong Hospital Appeal in its efforts to 
reach fundraising goals.  The North wing will be the first stage to 
be completed and will include a high dependency room that will 
provide 24 hour care for seriously ill children. 

By the time of completion all rooms, except the day stay room, 
will include ensuites, the playground and play room will have 
been upgraded and there will be a new oncology room to service 
children in their own environment within the ward.  In 2009 the 
Geelong Hospital Appeal raised $1.18 millions dollars and it is 
hoped that 2010 will be just as successful.

The face of the 2010 Geelong Hospital Appeal, 10 year old Louie 
Hehir, has had a tough start to life after being born with chronic 
renal failure.  In 2005 Louie had a kidney transplant from a living 
donor, his maternal Grandmother.

Since his transplant Louie has competed in The National 
Transplant Games in Geelong and the World Transplant Games in 
Queensland.  The games are an opportunity to demonstrate how 
active people can be after an organ transplant and to promote the 
benefits of organ donation.  Louie is a keen basketballer and plays 
for The Sharks in Geelong; he also swims every Saturday and 
plays the guitar. 

Like most kids with an ongoing medical condition, Louie regularly 
visits the Geelong Hospital Children’s Ward.  In 2010 Louie and his 
family including his Mum Veronica, are lending their story to help 
raise funds for the Geelong Hospital Appeal.

 “We think the appeal to raise funds for the redevelopment of 
the Children’s Ward will help to provide facilities that match the 
professionalism and care provided by the staff,” says Veronica.

The Geelong Hospital Appeal will climax with a weekend of giving 
on the Queen’s Birthday weekend in June with various events 
planned to encourage locals to dig deep.

Photo: Louie Hehir and his Grandmother, Valerie Boulding.

THE GEELONG COMMUNITY HITS 
THE PAVEMENT TO RAISE ALMOST 
$80,000 FOR THE GEELONG HOSPITAL 
CHILDREN’S WARD   
 
Wintry conditions failed to stop runners and walkers of all 
abilities participating in the inaugural Cotton On Foundation’s 
Run Geelong on November 22, 2009.

Families and friends turned out in their thousands braving the 
downpour to support the new event which raised nearly $80,000 
for the Geelong Hospital Children’s Ward. 

Geelong runner Scott Rantall took out line honours in the 
12km course, with Karen Thorp clocking the fastest time in the 
women’s 12km.  The 5km run was taken out by another Geelong 
runner Mark Tucker, along with Georgie Clarke taking out the 
women’s 5km.

Race organiser Lee Troop hopes the event will become an annual 
entry on the Geelong Events Calendar and believes that the 
community spirit is very strong in the Geelong region.

“I think people are really pleased that they have a local fun run 
now and being for a good cause makes it event better,” said Lee.

Lee says the Run Geelong fundraiser will become an iconic 
tradition and predicts, in future years, the number of participants 
could surpass 10,000.

The Barwon Health Foundation would like to thank Lee Troop, 
the Cotton On Foundation and other associated sponsors for their 
support.

GALA DAY BRINGS COLOUR TO THE 
STREETS OF GEELONG
 
The 93rd G-Force Gala Day Parade held on November 21 saw 
thousands of children and families take to the streets of Geelong 
to watch the colour and excitement of the parade featuring 
floats, dancers, children’s characters and special guests.

Popular children’s characters Dorothy the Dinosaur, Captain 
Feathersword, Wags the Dog and SpongeBob Squarepants, along 
with clowns, animals and children all brought the parade to life.

Special guests including Channel Nine’s Peter Hitchener, WB Kids 
host Heidi Valkenberg, along with Sam Clark and Empress Stilt 
walkers added some star power to the parade.  Local favourites 
Half Cat and the Geelong Football Club players were also out 
in force to support and enjoy the festivities, which included an 
airshow by the RAAF Roulettes. 

The event raised over $50,000 for the Geelong Hospital Appeal 
and the re-development of the Children’s Ward.

The Barwon Health Foundation thanks G-Force and all other Gala 
sponsors for their support with this event.
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2010 CALENDAR
 
The Barwon Health Foundation hosts a series of events 
throughout the year to raise money for the Geelong Hospital 
Appeal.  Please contact us for more information on any of the 
following events:

 
World’s Longest Lunch – Friday 12 March 2010 

The region’s finest chefs and wineries came together this year 
to provide an exquisite day of fine food and wine.  Held in the 
stunning Botanical Gardens, guests were treated to a sumptuous 
feast showcasing the best local produce Geelong has to offer.  
Tickets sold fast, with 250 attendees and raised approximately 
$40,000 for the Geelong Hospital Appeal.

 
Easter Egg Hunt – Sunday 4 April 2010 

The Our Women Our Children Volunteers host their annual Easter 
Egg Hunt in the gorgeous surroundings of Bellarine Estate 
Winery on Easter Sunday.  The family friendly event gives kids 
the chance to hunt for chocolate Easter eggs and join in the other 
fun activities on offer.  Parents can also enjoy the entertainment 
and the local food and wine available to sample.  For tickets 
contact 0418 518 883.

Hot Chocolate Day – Friday 2 May 2010 

Keep away the winter chills and raise money for the Appeal by 
getting your workplace, social group or friends together for an 
indulgent morning tea.  Host your own hot chocolate party or visit 
one of the participating cafés around town who will be donating a 
portion of their hot chocolate takings on the day.

 
Geelong Hospital Appeal Giving Weekend – Queen’s Birthday 
Weekend Saturday 12 June 2010 

The Geelong Hospital Appeal culminates in a weekend of 
telethon, highway collections, tin shakes and other activities.   
Dig deep and show your support by making a donation.

 
Bronte’s Ball – Saturday 31 July 2010 

Help celebrate the life of young cancer survivor Bronte Russell 
and help raise funds for the Geelong Hospital Children’s Ward at 
the 2010 Bronte’s Ball.

 
Catwalk for Cancer – Sunday 10 October 2010 

Sophisticated, world-class fashion has come to Geelong.  
Top Melbourne designers are set to dazzle audiences with 
magnificent race-wear and pieces from their spring/summer 
collections at a stylish fashion event raising funds for the Andrew 
Love Cancer Centre.

The Culinary Shield

Heats 11 - 13  August (Various Venues) 

Final Friday – Friday 20 August (Empire Grill) 

See renowned local chefs and hotels battle it out to be crowned 
the region’s finest eatery at The Culinary Shield raising money for 
the Geelong Hospital Appeal.  At each event, enjoy four courses 
and fine wines.

 
Gala Day Parade and Family Fun Day – Saturday 20  
November 2010 

Join in the fun and colour of this iconic Geelong event when the 
Gala Day Parade and Family Fun Day celebrates its 94th year. 
Following the parade, head to Steampacket Gardens for the 
Family Fun Day including rides and entertainment for the kids, 
market stalls, food and showbags.  A great day out for the whole 
family!

For more information on any of these events, please contact the 
Barwon Health Foundation office on 03 5260 3355 or go to our 
website www.barwonhealth.org.au/geelonghospitalappeal

events 
calendar
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